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Message Text 


EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, IS, LE 

SUB J : SOUTH LEBANON: GOL REQUEST FOR US INTERVENTION 

1 . MET WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS, PRIMIN HOSS AND FONMIN BOUTROS 
AT BAABDA AT 1800. REFERRING TO MY CONVERSATION WITH BOUTROS 
EARLIER IN DAY, SAID I HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH DEPARTMENT AND 
THAT WE ASKED THAT GOL NOT TAKE ANY STEPS TOWARDS REQUESTING 
SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING UNTIL WE HAD CHANCE EXAMINE WAYS TO 
DEAL WITH PROBLEM CREATED BY ISRAELI INCURSION. SAID ONE 
IDEA BEING DISCUSSED AT WORKING LEVEL WAS CREATION OF UNITED 
NATIONS FORCE WHICH WOULD TAKE OVER BUFFER ZONE ISRAELIS 
APPARENTLY PLANNING TO CREATE, THE UN FORCE TO BE RELIEVED 
OR AUGMENTED BY LEBANESE ARMY AS THAT ORGANIZATION BECAME 
ABLE RESUME SUCH RESPONSIBILITIES. 


2. BOUTROS ASKED NUMBER OF QUESTIONS REGARDING MECHANICS 
WHICH I ANSWERED AS BEST I COULD WITH CAVEAT ALL WOULD DEPEND 
ON CONSULTATIONS WHICH NOW UNDER WAY IN WASHINGTON. BOUTROS 
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AND SARKIS POINTED OUT THAT IDEA. AS THEY UNDERSTOOD IT, WOULD 
MERELY CREATE BUFFER ZONE WHICH WOULD KEEP PALESTINIANS 
AWAY FROM BORDER BUT WHICH WOULD DO NOTHING ABOUT ARMED 
PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN REST OF SOUTH LEBANON. IT WOULD 
PROTECT ISRAELIS BUT IT WOULD INCREASE DISCOMFITURE OF 
LEBANESE TO NORTH. I POINTED OUT THAT IF PALESTINIANS 
WERE NORTH OF LITANI, THEY WOULD BE IN AREA WHERE ARAB 
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DETERRENT FORCES COULD EXERCISE CONTROL OVER THEM. SARKIS 
EXPRESSED DOUBT SYRIANS WOULD IN FACT DO SO. HOSS SAID IF 
ISRAELIS MEANT WHAT THEY SAID ABOUT 7-10 KILOMETER BUFFER ZONE, 
THERE WOULD BE LARGE NO-MAN'S LAND BETWEEN THAT AND LITANI, 

IN WHICH THERE WOULD BE NO ADF PRESENCE. I ASKED IF THEY 
MEANT THEY WOULD LIKE THEISRAELIS TO GO TO THE LITANI AND 
BOUTROS SAID THEY WERE NOT AT THAT STAGE YET. 

3. AFTER MORE DISCUSSION, BOUTROS SAID HE WANTED MORE TIME 
TO THINK ABOUT THE MATTER AND TO DISCUSS IT IN PRIVATE WITH 
SARKIS AND HOSS. IN MEANTIME, DID HE UNDERSTAND MY PRESENTATION 
TO MEAN I DID NOT THINK ISRAELIS COULD BE FORCED TO WITHDRAW 

BY UNSC RESOLUTION OR BY AMERICAN EFFORTS UNLESS LEBANESE 
OR UNEF TOOK OVER BORDER ZONE? I SAID I DID NOT THINK 
ISRAELIS WOULD WITHDRAW UNDER UNSC RESOLUTION UNLESS 
AGREED ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR SOME NON-PALESTINIAN 
FORCE TO TAKE OVER IN BORDER AREA. AS FOR OURSELVES. I 
HAD SAID THIS MORNING THAT WE WOULD TAKE SERIOUSLY ANY 
LEBANESE REQUEST AND WOULD MAKE SINCERE EFFORT, 

BUT IF THERE WAS NOT SOME ARRANGEMENT TO TAKE OVER BUFFER 
ZONE, I ANTICIPATED LONG AND DRAWN-OUT WRANGLE WITH ISRAELIS, 
RESULTS OF WHICH NOT CLEAR. 

4. SARKIS THEN SAID THAT IN VIEW OF OUR VARIOUS 

MORAL AND OTHER COMMITMENTS TO LEBANON, HE WAS GOING 
TO ASK THAT WE INTERCEDE WITH THE ISRAELIS TO WITHDRAW, 
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UNCONDITIONALLY. I ASKED IF HE WAS MAKING SUCH A REQUEST 
FORMALLY AT THAT POINT. HE SAID, YES, IT WAS A FORMAL 
REQUEST, WHICH HE WOULD FOLLOW UP IN WRITING WITH A LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER. I SAID I WOULD TRANSMIT THE REQUEST 
IMMEDIATELY. 

5. WE AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT SARKIS WOULD NOT ANNOUNCE HE 
HAD MADE SUCH A REQUEST UNTIL SUCH TIME AS I HAD REPORTED 
THIS CONVERSATION TO WASHINGTON AND HAD RECEIVED DEPART- 
MENT'S REACTION, AS WELL AS RESULTS OF CONSULTATIONS 
NOW TAKING PLACE WITHIN USG. 

6. COMMENT: WE HAVE ARRIVED AT NUB OF PROBLEM - WHAT TO DO 
ABOUT THE 5,000 - 10,000 ARMED PALESTINIANS WHOM ISRAELIS 
WILL PUSH OR FRIGHTEN NORTH OF BUFFER ZONE IF NOT NORTH OF 
LITANI. IF WE CAN FIND SOME WAY TO BRING THEM UNDER CONTROL, 
PERHAPS WITH HELP OF SYRIANS. BELIEVE LEBANESE WILL BUY 

UN FORCE PROPOSAL. OTHERWISE THEY ARE LIKELY SIMPLY TO 
PRESS FOR UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL AND LOOK TO US TO BRING 
IT ABOUT. 

7. ALTERNATIVELY, PERHAPS ISRAELIS HAVE SOME IDEAS. THEY 
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TALK CONFIDENTLY OF NOT PERMITTING RETURN TO PRIOR 
SITUATION, AND MAY KNOW SOMETHING WE DON'T. OTHERWISE, 

WE ASSUME IT IS THEIR INTENTION TO REMAIN IN PLACE 
ALONG BORDER, INSIDE LEBANESE TERRITORY, PERHAPS RELYING 
ON CHRISTIAN FORCES TO AUGMENT THEIRS. THEY WOULD THUS 
AMALGAMATE THE CHRISTIAN VILLAGERS INTO TERRITORY UNDER 
THEIR CONTROL, AND WOULD IMPROVE SECURITY OF THE JEWISH 
VILLAGES IN NORTHERN ISRAEL, BUT THEY WOULD NOT GREATLY 
AFFECT PALESTINIAN ABILITY TO CARRY OUT RAIDS LIKE LAST 
SATURDAY'S. THEY WOULD ALSO INCREASE THE ALREADY DANGEROUS 
TENSIONS WITHIN LEBANON PROPER, AND THIS WILL SPILL OVER ON 
THEM SOONER OR LATER. 

8. ABOVE DRAFTED PRIOR RECEIPT TEL AVIV 3530. WHILE 
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WE UNDERSTAND ISRAELI DESIRE TO HAVE ASSURANCES MENTIONED 
BY WEIZMAN, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT IS IN THE POWER OF GOL 
TO GIVE THEM. PERHAPS SOME ARRANGEMENT COULD BE WORKED OUT, 
BUT EXPERIENCE WITH SHTAWRA ACCORD DOES NOT GIVE MUCH CAUSE 
FOR OPTIMISM. 

PARKER 
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